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any sensible and civilized individual does — namely, dis- 
pose of the issue in the terms of intelligence and good 
temper. We can scarcely imagine a case in which the 
American nation could gain any legitimate' advantage 
by threatening to fight. We can imagine plenty of cases 
where the necessity of deferring any thought of war 
would give time for calm, reasonable and humane 
counsel. 

The President says, " This nation is now on terms of 
the most cordial goodwill with all other nations." 
There is one unmistakable mode of language in which 
this fine sentence may be made to ring true. This is to 
lay down the arms, the carrying of which tells the old 
story of distrust. 

No wonder that the great Congress at The Hague has 
effected so little. The United States held the key of 
the situation. While the peoples of the world wanted 
to see their governments do something radical toward 
disarmament, our government, renouncing its splendid 
chance to take the initiative in favor of world-peace, was 
planning one of the most spectacular naval demonstra- 
tions that the world ever saw. How could people in 
Europe take our pacific words in earnest, while our acts 
carried the smell of gunpowder ? 

Since my hand is up to ask questions, may I be per- 
mitted to raise one more? The Outlook stands for the 
ideal things ; it is supposed to believe in the application 
of Christian principles in the world. It holds that such 
principles may be trusted. There are multitudes of 
people who have never been converted to accept these 
principles. If the ripe time has not come for the use of 
international humanity and trust among the nations, 
there are men enough who believe in the methods of 
violence and disbelieve in human nature to keep up the 
cry for battle-ships as long as excuses for fighting can be 
invented. Why, then, does The Outlook care to go over 
to the side of the men who distrust both God and man, 
and help keep the battle-ships menacing the world? If 
The Outlook believes in its ideals, why does it not stand 
up for them in such unmistakable way that it can be 
counted? Far less effectually do the "outside bar- 
barians " withstand progress than the professed friends 
of progress who, praising it in eloquent words, tell us in 
substance that we must be in no haste to expect it. Let 
us not forget that the generation that treated the evil of 
African slavery in this temper had the Civil War to 
answer for. 

Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts. 
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An Early Scheme to Organize the 
World. 

BY EDWIN D. MEAD. 

From the " Independent." 

The "Great Design" of Henry IV. of France is 
generally considered the first explicit scheme for the 
organization of the world, or, at any rate, for the federa- 
tion of Europe. There is, of course, much controversy 
as to whether the design was Henry's own or Sully's, in 
whose memoirs we have our information about it. I 
have little doubt that the main idea was Henry's, although 
it is quite possible that its proportions grew somewhat 
in Sully's treatment of it. 

Sully began to dictate his memoirs shortly after Henry's 



death, in 1610. The first portion was published in 1638, 
after Sully's death; the second portion, containing the 
account of the " Great Design," was not published until 
1662. The world, therefore, had no knowledge of the 
" Great Design " until forty years after Emeric Cruce 
published, in Paris, in 1623, his "Le Nouveau Cynee." 
In this remarkable work, the only known copy of which 
is in the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris, was presented 
what the historians of the peace movement usually count 
the first proposal of substituting international arbitration 
for war. Cruce advocated the establishment of an Inter- 
national Court of Arbitration at Venice, as the Land- 
grave Ernest of Hesse -Rheinfels half a century after- 
ward advocated the establishment of his proposed 
"Tribunal of the Society of Sovereigns" at Lucerne. 
These are the famous beginnings of the movement for 
world organization. 

I have recently come upon an old letter from Erasmus 
to a friend, written probably about 1517, or having 
reference to that period, referring to an effort at that 
time in behalf of the peace of Europe, which was so 
comprehensive and definite in its character that it seems 
to me that it may almost be considered a " Great Design " 
previous to the famous scheme of Henry IV. The letter, 
which is printed in the introduction to an English trans- 
lation of the " Complaint of Peace," published in London 
in 1 802, is as follows : 

"It was a favorite project about that time to assemble a 
Congress of kings at Cambray. It was to consist of Maxi- 
milian the Emperor, Francis the First, king of France, Henry 
the Eighth of England, and Charles, the sovereign of the Low 
Countries, of which I am a native. They were to enter, in 
the most solemn manner, into mutual and indissoluble en- 
gagements to preserve peace with each other and consequently 
peace throughout Europe. This momentous business was very 
much promoted by a man of most excellent character, William 
of Ciervia, and by one who seemed to have been born to advance 
the happiness of his country and of human nature, John 
Sylvagius, Chancellor of Burgundy. But certain persons who 
get nothing by peace and a great deal by war threw obstacles 
in the way, which prevented this truly kingly purpose from 
being carried into execution. After this great disappointment 
I sat down and wrote, by desire of John Sylvagius, my Querela 
Pacis. But since that period things have been growing worse ; 
and I believe I must soon compose the Epitaph instead of the 
Complaint of Peace, as she seems to be dead and buried and 
not very likely to revive." 

The " Complaint of Peace " (Querela Pacis) here re- 
ferred to is Erasmus's famous and most important work 
impeaching the war system of nations as he witnessed it 
in his day. It was not, of course, his first or only im- 
peachment. He discussed the subject in the same spirit 
in his panegyric to Philip, Duke of Burgundy, at Brus- 
sels, in 1504 ; and from that time until the end of his 
life he lost no occasion to condemn war, arraigning the 
crimes, the corruption of morals, the fearful cost and 
waste, the destruction of life, and the injustice incident 
to it, with a thoroughness and power beyond that of 
any other person in his time. The best known of these 
impeachments, perhaps, is the section upon war in the 
" Praise of Folly," which was written in 1509. He was 
deeply stirred upon the subject when he was in Rome 
some three years before, and found the pope himself, 
Julius II., waging war. " War was bad enough at the 
best, but a papal war was a scandal to Christianity, and 
a fighting pope was to him a monster of iniquity. The 
impression of Julius II. leading a campaign for the re- 
covery of Bologna never quite left him. It served him 
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for a text whenever he felt free to speak his mind upon 
the subject of war." In 1514 he says in a letter to the 
Abbot of St. Bertin : " What do you suppose the Turks 
will think of us when they hear of Christian princes fall- 
ing out so furiously with one another, and that for a 
title to empire ? " He informs us in one of his Adagia, 
itself a long dissertation on the evils of war, that when 
he was at Rome he had drawn up a treatise on war 
called " Antipolemus," inscribed to Julius II., and he 
speaks as if he intended to print it. No essay with this 
title appears among his published works ; but it seems to 
me not unlikely that what he here meditated may have 
been included afterward in his "Complaint of Peace" 
in 1517. The dissertation referred to is introduced 
under the proverb Dulce helium in expertis. The pub- 
lication of the old English translation of it under the 
title "Antipolemus" causes some confusion. An Ameri- 
can edition of this, together with the " Complaint of 
Peace," was published in 1813 (by Charles Williams, 
Boston, and D. Allinson, Burlington, N. J.). This is of 
great significance in the history of the American peace 
movement, as it was a year before the publication of 
Noah Worcester's "Solemn Review of the Custom of 
War." It was at the time that David L. Dodge and 
his friends in New York were considering the formation 
of their New York Peace Society, and it would be inter- 
esting to learn whether there was any connection between 
the two things. 

The " Complaint of Peace " is dedicated to Philip of 
Burgundy, the Bishop of Utrecht; and the bishop's 
letter acknowledging it is dated December 6, 1517. Ip 
the dedication of his work to the bishop, Erasmus says : 
" You and I have lately seen that certain persons, much 
more formidable to their friends and fellow-countrymen 
than to any enemy, have left nothing unattempted to 
prevent the final cessation of war ; and in another case 
we have seen with what difficulty those who were real 
friends to their country and king could lately obtain that 
peace which is always desirable and in the present con- 
juncture necessary. It was this shameful behavior which 
induced me to write my ' Complaint of Peace.' " 

The intimation here that what men like William of 
Ciervia and John Sylvagius were working for in connec- 
tion with the Congress of Kings at Cambray was " the 
final cessation of war," together with the whole spirit of 
the discussion of the " momentous business " in the letter 
of Erasmus quoted above, shows that what was really in 
mind was something vastly more ambitious and con- 
structive than a mere treaty or anything which we usually 
associate with what actually happened at Cambray in 
1517. In a letter to Ammonius, December 29, 1516 
(the letter can be found in the second volume of Nichols's 
edition of Erasmus's letters), Erasmus says : " They say 
that before long there is to be a meeting of sovereigns — 
that is to say, Maximilian, the King of France, and our 
King Charles, at Cambray, when the question of an in- 
violable peace is to be considered." We know that the 
sovereigns did not meet at Cambray as proposed, but a 
treaty was concluded by their representatives there, 
March 11, 1517. This, however, was clearly some- 
thing quite incommensurate with the " Grand Design " 
of William of Ciervia, John Sylvagius, and, I think it is 
fair to surmise, Erasmus himself. The whole matter is 
something which I wish we knew much more about than 



the histories tell us. It is doubly interesting in this year 
1907, when the movement for the organization of the 
world has proceeded so far that we are witnessing the 
meeting, in the capital of Erasmus's own country, of the 
first true Parliament of Man ; and when the corner-stone 
has just been laid there of the Temple of Peace, the 
palace of the World Court, presented to the united world 
by a citizen of the United States. It is certainly signifi- 
cant, in view of the " momentous business " now being 
transacted in Holland, that it was the Dutch Erasmus 
who framed the first great impeachment of war in 
modern times, and the Dutch Grotius who a century 
later did the greatest work for peace which has ever 
been achieved by any single man. 

The " Great Design " of John Sylvagius and his friends, 
whatever it was, came to nothing. The " Great Design " 
of Henry of Navarre had a strong element of selfishness 
in it: its primary motive was to effect a combination 
against the House of Austria. The first clearly con- 
ceived and at the same time really disinterested design 
for an organized world was William Penn's "Essay 
Toward the Peace of Europe." Most philosophic of all 
the founders of our American commonwealths, William 
Penn, publishing his great tractate after his return to 
England, did not forget to pay tribute to the "Great 
Design " of the French king ; nor did he forget that the 
Dutch Republic had in modern times furnished the most 
impressive illustration of that great principle of federa- 
tion whose extension to international affairs it was the 
purpose of his work to urge. 

High on the great tower over the Philadelphia which 
he founded, and where by happy augury was organized 
this federal nation of brotherly love, Penn's statue stands, 
so colossal that its outline is clear against the sky. He 
is not looking toward the West, as he fittingly might do, 
contemplating the growth of the republic which he 
helped to birth. More fittingly still, he is looking toward 
England and Europe, beyond the sea. To-day he is our 
symbol, speaking for us to the world, declaring to Europe, 
to the august Parliament of Man assembled in the land 
of Hugo Grotius and Erasmus, that America in this great 
hour is not chiefly looking inward, but outward; in our 
behalf pledging the nations that the United States will 
do her part for the high interests of the united world. 

Boston, Mass. 

The Neutralization of the Philippines 
as a Peace Measure. 

From the recent Annual Address of Moorjieli Storey, President 
of the Anti-Imperialist League of Boston. 

* * # *.# # * # 

An argument which has influenced strongly the people 
of this country has been the fear that if we left the 
Islands, some other power would seize them. Though 
England once conquered them and returned them to 
Spain, and though we have found them a poor possession, 
it is believed that other nations covet them and would take 
them if we gave them up. This is a danger to be guarded 
against, and fortunately it can be dealt with easily. The 
weak powers of Europe, Switzerland, Belgium and Lux- 
emburg have had their independence secured for years 
by international treaty which makes them neutral terri- 
tory. They are withdrawn from attack and spoliation, 



